AMERICANS   ALL
Pollock said, " 1 won't dispute it with you, I don't
know anything about it." He was so honest, and so
one-sided a business executive that I couldn't help
laughing.
Serious conversation with some of the experts found
most of them in accord that it was a pity these often
excellent California wines couldn't have new native
American names instead of being called by European
names. But the consuming public, they say, will not
permit it. The public must have wines named by the
old traditional names they know.1
1 The beginning of the Moramarco set-up in 1881 was contem-
poraneous, I learned, with the genesis of most of the other big
Italian wine developments in California. They nearly all be^an
in the early eighties. It was exactly in 1881 that an enterprising
group of Italians and a few Swiss collected a fund of 10,000 dollars
and bought land in the Sonomo Valley near the coast, about a
hundred miles from San Francisco. They named the settlement
Asti. It is now a vast corporation headed by the Rossi brothers
with a winery whose capacity is four million gallons. Most of the
Swiss have dropped out. The Rossis produce dry wine in Asti,
and in 1900 established another colony farther south in Madeira,
which produces sweet wines—port, Angelica, Madeira. This is
only one more combine, but typical. In 1918 U. S. wine-consump-
tion was fifty-one million gallons, but during prohibition it
trebled, held strong after prohibition, and by 1930 the annual
consumption of wine was nearly two hundred million gallons a
year, mostly California wine, mostly Italian-made, The Guastis in
San Bernardino County have the world's largest vineyard. The
Beaulieu vineyard in Napa County, the Cucamonga in San Ber-
nardino, the Mission in Los Angeles, are the next largest, but
there are some 240 large wineries in the State. Experts are
agreed, and have said in books and journals repeatedly, that
California wines are generally a frank imitation of European
wines, and that they go in generally for bulk production rather
than for quality, which doesn't mean, of course, that it isn't good,
honest wine of its sort. The experts are also on formal record as
saying that the best wines are produced in the East, notably in
the Finger Lakes and Hudson Valley districts. " California fur-
nishes tie quantity and New York furnishes the quality," they
say.
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